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RDA DEVELOPMENTS OF NOTE 



SYNCHRONIZING THE OPEN 
METADATA REGISTRY AND THE 

RDA TOOLKIT 



OPEN METADATA REGISTRY & RDA 

For RDA, the OMR contains 
•  RDA Reference – data stored in RDF 
•  Labels, definitions, and scope notes of: 
•  RDA entities 
•  RDA relationship elements and designators 
•  RDA attribute elements 
•  RDA meta (provenance) elements 
•  RDA vocabulary encoding schemes 
•  RDA terms used in guidance and instructions 

•  Used in several RDA services, not just the Toolkit 
•  Has open CC0 license 



OMR HAS… 

•  Translations of RDA Reference in a wide variety of 
languages 
•  Arabic, Catalan, Chinese, Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, 

French, German, Greek, Hebrew, Italian, Norwegian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, Ukrainian, Vietnamese 

•  Some RDA translations are limited to the OMR  

•  Many other non-RDA vocabularies/element sets 
•  Dublin Core, ISBD, PBCore, RDA/ONIX Framework, UNIMARC, 

etc. 
•  Offers potential for mapping between these and RDA 



HOW DOES THE OMR RELATE TO THE 
TOOLKIT CONTENT? 

•  Until summer 2016 
•  Both maintained separately; kept in synch manually 

•  Starting in August 2016 
•  Most changes made in OMR only – visible before they are 

rolled out to the Toolkit 
•  Critical to have this structure in place before implementing 

IFLA LRM in RDA 
 



RDA REFERENCE DATA WORKFLOW 
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WHY OMR? 

 
 

 
•  Semantic vocabulary management system 

•  Content managed via export/import spreadsheets 

•  Import data authorized by RDA editors  
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OMR EXAMPLE 



OMR EXAMPLE 



SPREADSHEET DATA EXAMPLE 



OMR EXPORT TO RDA VOCABULARIES 

 
 
 

 
•  Project on GitHub: open infrastructure for 

developers 
•  Version management allows applications to update and 

synchronize 
•  Publish RDA Reference data in multiple RDF serializations 
•  Published as discrete, integrated releases 
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RDA TOOLKIT GLOSSARY 
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RDA TOOLKIT GLOSSARY 

•  Based entirely on RDA Reference 
•  Includes relationship designators – and their inverses 

•  Greatly expanded in the August 2016 release of the 
Toolkit 
•  Extracted from RDF/XML files 
•  Internal Toolkit identifiers based on RDA URIs 
•  Content re-used in Toolkit guidance and instructions 
•  Element scope sections 
•  Relationship designator appendices 
•  Vocabulary encoding scheme term lists 



•  Data for entities, elements, vocabulary terms, and 
translations for user-controlled language display 
extracted automatically from current release 

RIMMF3 
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•  Provides download management and linked data 
de-referencing services for machine applications 

RDA VOCABULARY SERVER 
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•  Provides download management and linked data 
de-referencing services for application developers 
(humans) 

RDA REGISTRY 
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•  Variety of audiences 
•  Catalogers 
•  Trainers 
•  Developers 
•  Machine applications 

•  Open access – except for RDA Toolkit 
•  Toolkit contains RDA Reference + guidance/instructions 
•  Open CC0 license allows commercial re-use of RDA 

Reference 

ACCESS TO “RDA” 



QUESTIONS?? 


